
New Art Teacher 
Ingrid Booz will be joining our QSI faculty 

immediately and taking over the art classes for 11-
13 year olds. Although Ms. Noll 
and Mrs. Ely have done an 
excellent job teaching art, this 
is not their area of study, and 

Mrs. Booz is available to take over. We are so 
lucky! 
Ingrid, for those of you who don’t know, is a 

writer, photographer, artist, editor, researcher and 
photo journalist. She is the author and 
photographer of three books published in Sweden. 
She specializes in Chinese culture and history 
using her art to document the country since 1985. 
The 11-13 YO’s will have an art exhibit at the 

secondary program in June. We welcome Ingrid 
Booz to our educational community. 

 
Teachers In-service in Shekou 

By MRS. NOLL 
On November 9th and 10th QSI Chengdu teachers 

went to QSI Shekou to participate in the fifth 
annual teacher training. This year's presenter was 
Dr. Virginia Rojas, a Language Acquisition and 
English as a Second Language specialist. Every 
teacher who attended had at least one “ah-ha” 
moment as she presented about the latest language 
research and introduced hundreds of ideas to help 
students who are learning English. 
The Chinese teachers attended the conference as 

well but had their own experts. Sally Lean is a 
Chinese teacher who has helped develop 
curriculum in some of the largest international 
schools in China. Dr. Fu Ailan, the Deputy 
President of Beijing Normal University also 
presented techniques for mastering Pinyin.   
The presenters asked that each teacher bring back 

just one new idea and implement it in their 
classrooms. However, we have over achieving 
teachers here in Chengdu who are implementing 
numerous new techniques!  

Leaving Footprints 
By MRS. van OORT 
A common slogan used in National Parks in the 

United States is “Don’t leave anything besides 
footprints”. But even footprints can harm if they 
are placed in the wrong environment. The digital 
community (Internet) is one place where you want 
to be careful leaving a footprint. Digital 
footprints are traces left by someone's activity in 
a digital  environment like the Internet. These 
traces can be left by posting on forums, joining a 
chat site, joining Facebook, having one’s own 
website and even shopping online. What are the 
dangers of leaving a digital footprint?  
Security. Take as example the online “forgot my 

password” questions; these often involve high 
school, pets or teacher names. This is all 
information that someone might put online in 
some forum, blog or chat site. Think this is 
extreme? This is the way someone broke into ex 
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin’s email! 
You might think “well she is a public figure 

nobody cares about my personal life ... “ 
Think again, look at the following two examples 
from http/www.aroundhawaii.com/lifestyle/ 
computers/2008-09-without-a-trace.html 
Employers. More and more employers are 

looking at a person’s digital footprint to help 
evaluate the type of employee an applicant might 
be. A December 2007 survey conducted by 
Careerbuilder.com found that 45% of employers 
reported using online search engines or social-
networking sites to research potential job 
candidates. 
Colleges and Scholarship Committees. Just as 

employers are reviewing digital footprints, so are 
those who approve college admissions and award 
scholarships. They want to see what the “real” 
person is like, in contrast to the polished image 
seen in an application or interview.  
I’m not saying don’t go on Facebook, blog or 

otherwise engage in online social networking. Just 
be aware that it is extremely hard, if not nearly 
impossible, to erase your digital footprint. Watch 
what you post and keep in mind that, like in 
nature, a footprint can sometimes leave a massive 
impact. Treat lightly while strolling through the 
digital world! 
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Christmas Bazaar at QSI 
From MRS. NOLL 
The CIWC Christmas 
Bazaar will be held on 
Saturday, November 28 at 
QSI. All students from 3 
YO through 10 YO will be singing at the 
Bazaar. This is a charity event so every person 
(over 2 years old) attending will need to pay 10 
RMB entrance fee. This includes all of our 
children, teachers and parents as well. There will 
be lots of good food, games for the children, 
entertainment and booths for holiday shopping. 
Come and plan to spend a few hours! 

�y 3 , 4, 5 YO meet in 4 YO classroom at 
11:45.  They will sing at noon on the 
playground. 
�y 6-7 YO meet in the 4 YO classroom at 
noon.  They will sing at 12:15 on the 
playground. 
�y 8, 9, 10 YO meet in the 4 YO classroom at 
12:15.  They will sing at 12:30 on the 
playground.   

The students may wear holiday dress.  Each 
group is singing a song or two. 

Each year the QSI community has given very 
generously to this charity event. We have had the 
most volunteers as well as the most individual 
donations. If you would like to support the 
charities chosen this year by CIWC, please send 
your family donation to school in an envelop 
marked CIWC Family Donation and your name. 
We will proudly post the name of all of our 
donating families in the office.   
Roots and Shoots will be selling popcorn, soda, 

and more at the Bazaar along with some fun and 
inexpensive bracelets they have made.  They will 
be volunteering all day.  Be sure to stop by and 
see them! 
 

Announcing QSI’s Literary 
Magazine- Scribbles and Squiggles 

From MIDDLE SCHOOL EDITORS, Scribbles 
and Squiggles 
We are proud to announce that QSI students on 

all levels are about to be published authors and 
artists! As a middle school ASA activity, we are 
starting a literary magazine. We ask that students 
bring favorite writing, including poems, stories, 
book reviews, comics, memories, journal entries, 
etc., and place them in the blue box in the office. 
We also need drawings, photos, and other works 
of art. Thank you! 

Children, Children, What Do You See? 
I See a Baker Looking at Me! 

By MS. CUEVAS 
 On Thursday, November 12, 2009 the Level 4 
students went on a field trip to Carrefour. The 
children pretended to be detectives on a mission. 
Their goal was to spy colors, shapes, numbers, and 
letters hidden in the supermarket. 
The group of 10 students was 
divided in 3 teams. Each team 
was handed a list of 10 items they 
had to find. The mini-detectives searched 
enthusiastically around the produce section, took 
pictures of their findings, and check marked their 
list. The members of each team worked 

cooperatively and 
together got their first 
mission accomplished. 
Their next mission was 
to find an item they 
could afford to buy with 

a 5 yuan budget. Out they went again in search of 
rice crackers, tofu, yogurt, M&Ms, and in no time 
came back with their yummy goodies. Later on 
they met at the bakery section of the supermarket 
and were greeted by the manager and the friendly 
English speaking staff of Carrefour. Yeon Joo, 
Theo’s mom made special arrangements to ensure 
that our children were able to get the most out of 
our visit to Carrefour. To our surprise even a chef 
from the Kepinski Hotel had come to meet us at 
the supermarket. Double wow! He provided a 
hands-on cooking class right there in the bakery 
while customers stood around admiring the 
children and taking pictures. A big table was set 
with all the necessary 
equipment, and in a flash, 
our young detectives turned 
into bakers. With aprons, 
gloves, and masks they 
stretched, kneaded and 
rolled dough to make bread 
filled with sweet bean 
paste. They also decorated 
cakes with bright pink 
frosting, fresh fruits, and red jelly. At the end of 
the day the children got to take their cakes home 
and even received a small stuffed bear as a 
souvenir. A special thanks goes to Yeon Joo Han 
who helped us with all the arrangements and to 
Kim Dallas and Lynn Tan for assisting in the 
mission.  
 
 

A huge XIE XIE 
NI to the Kepinski 
chefs and 
Carrefour staff. 



Zoo and Panda Reserve all in a day;  
The Field Trip That Keeps on Giving!  

By MRS. TOWNSEND 
Monday October 19, Levels 7 and 8 spent a fast 

and furious, rainy day at the zoo and the Panda 
Reserve. The purpose of going to both places was 
to make connections, and compare and contrast 

the living conditions of the animals 
at the two locations. Without 
reservation, the students decided 
that the Panda Reserve was a better 
place for animals to live healthy, 
happy lives. However, despite the 

fact that animal cages at the zoo were, as 
described by Isaac Goldings, “small, cold, dark 
and lifeless,” it was still exciting to see animals 
like lions, tigers and cheetahs up close and 
personal. An experience you wouldn’t have at 
many other zoos! The students were in awe of 
how the cheetahs and wolves were running, 
jumping and bouncing off the sides of their walled 
cages, lurching at the windows as if to try and 
attack us. There was amazement at the Panda 
Reserve with the sight of the tiny, hairless baby 
pandas in an incubator. Swarms of feeding fish 
fascinated students, right before we ate lunch at 
the Panda Reserve.  
Despite getting drenched at the zoo and being 

exhausted from miles of walking through both 
places, this experience provided many learning 
opportunities. In Level 8, we 
continue to make connections 
to and build off the 
background knowledge 
learned during this adventure 
as we study animal habitats and how animals grow 
and change. We have written narrative essays 
about our trip, compared and contrasted the two 
locations, and made connections to our reading. In 
the future, this adventure will give us a platform 
for writing a persuasive essay or letter asking the 
zoo to consider providing larger more natural 
habitat cages for their animals.   
As Rosemary Geib describes, “This was the 

second and best field trip I have ever been on!”  
As a teacher, it was one of the better field trips 
I’ve been on because, we went to the Panda 
Reserve- a must when in China and unusual for a 
teacher from the US. Second, I had never been on 
a trip where we went to two places and actually 
made connections, comparisons and contrasts. 
This made the learning rich and meaningful. 
Finally, the trip continues to lend itself to more 
learning experiences in the classroom.  

SMART Boards 
By MS. BOETTCHER 
QSI Chengdu has recently added two more 

SMART boards for Levels 9 and 10. SMART 
boards are interactive white boards that project the 
image from the computer onto a white board and 
turn it into a huge touch screen. The boards come 
with multimedia software that assists teachers in 
making learning more fun and interatctive. The 
board functions like a white board in that you can 
write with specialized pens in 4 different colors 
and erase. It is also possible to move objects 
displayed on the board to different areas just with 
the touch of a finger. The SMART boards allow 
teachers to take information from the internet, 
display it on the white board and then manipulate 
it as they wish.  
Ms. Vogler from Level 9 has said that it has been 

a great tool for her students in the classroom. It 
has helped them to understand concepts, as well as 
motivated them with educational games. Ms. 
Vogler has 
used the 
SMART board 
see the 
different layers 
of the human 
body and its 
systems with a 
virtual body 
program. She 
has also used it to display math manipulatives and 
geographical maps.   
Mr. Curtin, the Level 10 teacher, said that it is an 
extremely flexible tool to have in the classroom. 
He has used it to show videos to his class and 
display art that the students can copy or trace over. 
He also thinks it’s very helpful for visual and 
kinesthetic learners to see objects in different 
ways and to manipulate the board themselves.  
There are many programs and activities that can 

be done on the SMART boards. The boards help 
students use technology in the classroom in a fun 
and educational way. Overall, they are an 
excellent resource!  

Used books! 
Please donate any used books, adult or child, 
any language for resale at the CWIC Christmas 
Bazaar. All proceeds will support charities, and 
you get to find some new material for your 
libraries! 



Dates to remember: 
Nov 21: QSI Soccer, 9:00-1:30 
Nov 27: Level 9 Assembly, 10:45 
Nov 28: CIWC Holiday Bazaar at QSI (Students 

perform) 
Dec 1: MAP Test results for parents, 7 pm 
Dec 4: Holiday Performance, 7 pm 
Dec 4: Q2 ASA end 
Dec 11: Dismissal at 11:30 for holiday 
Dec 12- Jan 3: Winter Holiday 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
From MRS. NOLL 
There are several important reminders I wanted to 
send out as this is a busy season coming up!   
 
VIOLIN PARENTS :  Your children have 2, 3 

or 4 songs to play at the 
Christmas program on 
December 4th. They should 
bring their violin home 
each day and practice for 
at least 20 minutes. They 
only have 22 more days to 
practice! Please help them 

out by giving them the nudge and support to 
practice. Thanks! 
 
November 14 and 21:  Soccer for QSI students 
YO and older from 9:00-1:30 (9:00-10:00 ages 4, 
5 & 6; 10:30-12:00 ages 7, 8, 9 & 10; 12:00-1:30 
ages 11 and up). Parents must come with their 
children. There will be coffee, tea, water, soda and 
snack items for sale in the cafeteria. We will split 
all the students as they show up, so come 15 
minutes early so we to get teams organized. Kids 
need to wear shin guards, and should wear 
running shoes (sneakers) or soccer cleats if they 
have them. Also bring a water bottle for those 
short water breaks. We will be playing on grass as 
well as the sport court. There will be coffee, tea, 
water, soda and snack items for sale  
in the cafeteria.   
November 26:  Thanksgiving Dinner will be 
served for lunch:  Turkey, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans and pumpkin pie.  The cost is 
27 rmb for adults and 25 for siblings.  Please call 
the office by November 20 and reserve your 
dinner! 
 
December 1:  At 7:00 pm, parents of Level 5 
through Secondary 3 are invited to an evening to 
find out about the Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) test results. Topics will include: 
an explanation of the test and what it measures, 
how results may be used, and an explanation of 
how each of your children performed and what it 
does and does not mean.   
The night is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1 

at 19:00 (7pm) in the multi-purpose room on the 
second floor. We hope to see you then. 
 
December 4:  In the morning, the students will 
all go by bus to the SunJoy hotel where we will 
have our dress rehearsal for the Christmas 

performance. All students will be in the 
Christmas performance. Please have your 
children at the SunJoy hotel for our performance 
no later than 6:45. The entrance to the room 
where we are having the program is directly 
across from the Bookworm. Go into the SunJoy 
gate and straight into the building (it looks like 
you are walking into a restaurant), go up the stairs 
and the performance will be in the room at the top 
of the stairs. The PSG is asking that each family 
bring something to share as part of the end of 
program treat. They will contact you as the date 
gets closer.   
 
December 11:  3-10 YO students will be 
participating in Polar 
Express Day. All students 
may come to school in 
their pajamas. The 
"conductor" will hand out 
train tickets at the door and 
all through the morning the 
students will participate in 
fun activities. School will 
be dismissed at 11:30 for 
the holiday.   
**If you are leaving early or returning late from 

the holiday, please let the office know. They will 
relay the message to the teachers. Hope to see you 
many times in the next weeks and have a joyful 
holiday season! 



The Giving Tree at QSI 
By ANNA BENOIT and CORY PRUETT  
Roots & Shoots has organized a “Giving Tree.” 
We will be donating needed items to orphans in 
Chengdu in December. The orphanage is home to 
over 100 children ranging in age from newborn to 
16 years. Long underwear, socks, shoes and 
diapers are the most highly requested items. 
Please help by donating one of the following sets. 
Items should be new, unwrapped and sent to 
school by December 9th, in order to be delivered 
on the tenth.   
�x A variety of: 

o Long underwear 
o Socks and shoes 
o Diapers 
o Baby blankets  

�x A set of: 
o Scarves 
o Mittens 
o Socks 

�x A pencil case containing:  
o Pencils 
o A ruler 
o An eraser 
o Pens 
o A pencil sharpener 
o Scissors 

Donating the needed items will make these 
orphans proud to be a part of the QSI tradition of 
giving to the community. With your help we can 
make the world a better place! Thank you QSI 
Parents! 
 

Congratulations, Hiniko!  
On Saturday, November 14th QSI Chengdu 

Secondary student Hiniko Osumi tried out for the 
Chengdu Junior Symphony on her oboe. Over 50 
students tried out for 
the symphony and 
several were selected 
for openings. Hiniko 
will be practicing once 
a week with the 
symphony until spring 
when they will have 
their first performance. 
We will let everyone 
know when the 
performance will be so we can be there to support 
our QSI student! Congratulations, Hiniko!  




