
Chengdu International Schools 
Association 

From MRS. NOLL 
Four international schools 

in Chengdu have banded 
together to create CISA, the 
Chengdu International 
Schools Association. Many 
families who have lived 
abroad have been involved 
in leagues that involve schools from different cities, 
for now, our league will involve just the schools in 
Chengdu.   

We are starting out slowly with three of the 
schools offering activities or sports this spring. 
CDIS offered soccer for elementary students in 
December, QSI will have a cross country meet for 
elementary through secondary on March 16th and 
Leman’s will offer a “gala” for students 8-10 YO in 
April. 

Heads of school along with PE teachers will meet 
in May to establish the calendar of events for next 
year. We will be looking at academic, sports, and 
arts events for our students to participate in with 
the four schools. Events will be scheduled for 
different age groups and interests. QSI will offer 
ASAs to support the activities that will be coming 
up. 

Our cross-country meet will be held on March 
16th beginning at 1:30 and six students from each 
of the age-groups  (three boys and three girls) will 
be selected to run for QSI. The age-groups will be: 
U (under) 8, U10, U12, U14, and Secondary. Mr. 
Noll and Mr. Lambert are organizing this event and 
will be sending out more information. 

 
 

 
QSI’s Literary Magazine will 

be debuting soon. Contents 
include the now famous 
Mystery of the Missing 
Markers, by level 5 children, 
and stories and poetry about families, real and 
imaginary. You will meet Eco Ed, with advice for 
saving the environment and Funky Jack, who 
shares his story in narrative poetry. Middle school 
students, hard at work during After School 
Activities, have met the challenges of writers, 
editors and artists. There’s still time to submit 
pieces of writing and art to these enthusiastic 
publishers! Please get your stories, poetry, book 
reviews, recipes… to the box in the office. We hope 
to have the magazine ready during this quintile! 

 
ASA Parent Volunteers 

Thank you to the wonderful parent volunteers who 
helped out this quintile! 
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Dancers needed! 
Mr. Lambert is looking for parents who would 
like to come and teach a dance (typical from 
your country, traditional or even modern) for 
PE. Please contact him by e-mail if you are 
interested. david-lambert@qsi.org  



Wow, Teachers! 
By MRS. NOLL 

Wow! Sometimes when we are in the middle of a 
dark, cold winter and everyone is feeling a little 
confined, it is hard to remember what we need to 
celebrate! Today, I celebrate the wonderful staff at 
QSI Chengdu. With ever growing teacher shortages 
around the world, we are fortunate to have an 
incredible staff dedicated to the children and 
families in our school. On our small staff we have 

11 teachers who hold Masters 
Degrees, 4 with AP training, many 
additional certificates in reading, 
special ed, and curriculum, a reader 
for the College Boards, and a host 
of other specialties that help us 

provide an excellent education for our students. 
First of all, our entire elementary staff will be 

back for the 2010 – 2011 school year! Our return 
rate for the past years is admirable. Among the 
elementary staff four of the eight staff members 
hold Masters Degrees and five of the eight had 
international teaching experience before they came 
to Chengdu. Our elementary classes have an 
average of three reading and math groups to meet 
the needs of students at many different levels.   

Although several of our secondary staff are 
moving on, Mrs. van Oort will continue to 
challenge each student at their level in math and 
Ms. Noll will provide exciting and thought 
provoking science for 11 YO through Secondary 4. 
Mr. Vernon will be moving up with the 10 YOs to 
take over the 11 YO core subjects as well as some 
of the English courses for Middle School. QSI 
headquarters is searching the world for the best 
instructors for the remaining English and History 
positions.   

Our secondary teachers offer seven Advanced 
Placement classes for students. Each middle school 
teacher is aware that our goal is to have each 
student prepared and ready for AP classes when 
they reach secondary school. The students who 
have taken AP classes here have all received top 
scores in English, History, Science and Chinese – a 
job well done by students and teachers alike! 

Ms. Allison and Mrs. Lambert will return to 
continue our wonderful music program. We now 
have more opportunities for students both in music 
class and ASAs to expand their musical knowledge. 
Mrs. Booz is helping our middle school students 
create an incredible portfolio of art projects, which 
you will be able to view at our “Evening of the 
Arts” on May 27th. You will also enjoy a musical 
performance that evening! 

Mr. Lambert is 
taking the lead in the 
Chengdu educational 
community by being 
an officer for the 
newly created CISA 
league which will 
provide many additional activities for our students 
over the coming years. (See additional article on 
CISA) 

Our Chinese department works hard to provide 
the right level of challenge each student. Most 
classes have at least three different levels being 
taught. Continued work on the Chinese curriculum 
is being done by all the Chinese teachers within 
QSI China to improve the courses and materials 
our students use. With Ms. Gao’s coming marriage, 
we are moving Ms. Amy from the 10 YO class into 
the Chinese program. Her degree is in teaching 
Chinese as a Second Language and after more than 
a year in the 10 YO class she has gained valuable 
experience. 

Over the last years we have offered support for 
our ESL students as well as those students having 
academic difficulties. Teachers work closely with 
Mr. Noll, our counselor, and Mrs. Hoke, our 
resource/ESL teacher, to provide appropriate 
services for students in need.   

In addition to the carefully planned delivery of the 
curriculum, our teachers put in amazing amounts of 
time planning those “special things” for our 
students. Fieldtrips, fun events (everything from 
Fall Festival to Spirit Week to Polar Express Day), 
Roots and Shoots and many other activities that 
take lots of preparation and planning. So, WOW! 
We are fortunate to have our incredible staff here at 
QSI Chengdu and we should celebrate! 
 

Family Yearbook Pages 
 For the past four years we have invited families to 
take out a page in our yearbook. Families submit a 
photo and sometimes a message to their children or 
to the community. These are submitted to Mr. 
Lambert and placed in the yearbook. He will be 
happy to help you with your page, please contact 
him by e-mail david-lambert@qsi.org. If you 
would like to create your own page, please make 
sure it is size A4 and saved as a Photoshop 
compatible file. The families who take out a page 
in the yearbook pay for the page, but also get a free 
yearbook. The cost for a family page is 300 
RMB. The cost for a yearbook will be 200 
RMB. All photos and family messages should be 
into Mr. Lambert by April 2. 



Writing in Level 7 
By MS. BOETTCHER 

Since January, the Level 7 class has been working 
on different types of writing. First they wrote 
descriptive paragraphs and now they’re working on 
narrative stories. Here are two examples of great 
student work:  
Descriptive: Yue Ling Go  
My Mom 

My mom is a nice mom. Her name is Yang Ping. 
She often wears pants, or dark blue jeans. One of 
her sweaters is purple and looks warm. She wears a 
ponytail because sometimes she is in a rush. Her 
hair is dark black or brown. But you will never 
guess what else she wears...a smile! Her eyes are 
friendly and black. I like to hear her nice sweet 
voice. She doesn’t always wear crackly high heeled 
shoes, but sometimes she does. My mom plays 
sports a lot, like tennis, and also likes to play with 
her friends. She always goes to someone’s house to 
play cards every Friday. I really think she’s the best 
mom.  
Narrative: Nicole McGeoch  
Hong Kong Ocean Park 

When I was 6 years old I went to Hong Kong 
Ocean Park. The date was April 26, 2009. I went 
with my family. When I got there I felt excited. 
When I got to Ocean Park I went to some fantastic 
rides one of them was called The Flying Swing. 
When I got off the flying swing I felt extremely 
dizzy. Then we went to see some animals. We saw 
a gigantic panda and a very long and scary 
crocodile. I felt scared. After that I felt hungry so I 
ate some delicious grapes and raisons. Next I saw a 
fake hippo and I took a picture with it. My mom 
said it looked like me and I laughed. I went to see 
more animals. I saw a very strange looking animal. 
Then I went on some rides again. The last one was 
babyish. It was really fun because I got to go on 
lots of rides. I think every one should go there.  
 

Future Facilities 
From MRS. NOLL 

One of the issues with being a successful school is 
that changes continually have to be made. We are 3 
1/2 years into our lease and we need more space in 
the next years! The Advisory Board and I have 
been involved in many discussions on the best way 
to proceed. One option is, of course, the Xin Jin 
project. Although the development is going much 
slower than we had hoped – it is still out there for 
the future growth of QSI. However, we need more 
space before the project is completed. Another 
company very much wants us to move to the 

western part of 
town onto a 
compound where 
they are building 
western housing 
and will provide a 
larger space for us 
to grow. The 
option we are 
looking at most 

closely is obtaining the land next to QSI in order to 
have a track, field, gym and middle school/high 
school building. QSI headquarters and the Advisory 
Board are working together to obtain the land to 
ensure that our students have the opportunities that 
expanded facilities will provide.   
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Snack / Lunch Reminder:  NO CANDY!   
 
Please remember that we have a no candy rule 
for snack and lunch. Students should not bring 
any hard candy, suckers, candy bars or chocolate 
bars to eat for snack or lunch. Candy does not 
provide the nutrition needed to power the brain!  
 
There may be events at school where candy is 
allowed, but those are special. Please keep your 
child healthy by providing wholesome snacks.    
 



Korean Dancers 
By MS. VOGLER 

Traditional Korean dances were performed by 
Kim Mi Sook and her Korean trade students.  She 
is a professor at Sichuan University as well as a 
professional dancer in Korea. She graciously 
offered to perform for the school and share these 
amazing dances with the students. We are very 
thankful that we were able to organize this before 
Kim Mi Sook and her family return to South 
Korea.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Buchachum (fan dance) 
performed by Kim Mirang 
and An Sujin 

Sogochum Dance (a small 
drum dance) performed by 
Sealdoyou 

Salpuleichum Dance 
(exorcising an evil spirit 

dance) performed by Lee Hn  

Taepengmu Dance (peace 
dance) performed by Kim 
Mi Sook  

Jangguchum Dance (double headed drum 
dance) performed by An Su Jin 

 

 
 
Dancers with Level 9 class  



Dates to remember: 
Feb 8- 12: Chinese Week 
Feb 11: Temple Day with 3-11 YO assembly at 

11 am 
Feb 12: 12 YO-Secondary assembly, 9:35 in 

MPR 
Feb 12: Q3 ASA end 
Feb 13- 21: Chinese New Year holiday 

(February 12th is a full day of school) 
March 3: Q3 ends 
March 3: PSG meeting; 11 am 
March 10: Q3 reports go home 
March 15-19: International Week 
 

The 
Counselor’s 
Corner 
By RON NOLL 
Problems and Solutions  
When it is appropriate to show “concern” about 

our child’s behavior? Should I say something to 
my child’s teacher? If my child is complaining 
about another child, should I bring it up at 
conference time or with a phone call to the teacher 
right away?   

These are just a few of the many questions that 
we as parents ask ourselves through the course of 
our child’s lifetime, especially in our child’s 
elementary school years. “Is it in my child’s best 
interest to intervene, or should I just let it go?” is a 
question all counselors hear several times every 
school year. 

The answer depends on several factors. First, of 
course, is your child’s personality. However, a 
very close second is how close the problem is to 
one which we may have had when we were 
children. As a parent, it hurts us to know that 
something is bothering our child. Often issues that 
bothered us when we were children, bother us 
more when our child comes home with that very 
same problem! This is usually a time to sit back 
and take a breath. We are quite likely to want to 
leap in to help “fix” this problem because it was 
so close to our experiences as a child and we still 
remember the pain. If we were “bullied” in sixth 
grade and our child comes home complaining of 
the same, it is not unusual for us to want to jump 
in our car and go right over to the school or that 
child’s home and “fix” the problem. We are hard-
wired to “protect and defend” our children.  We 
all want our children to forego the distress and 
pain that we may have suffered as children 
growing up. 

Guess what! “Jumping in” to save our child from 
that pain can often cause more pain than it 
alleviates. How many times have I heard directly 
from a child that they felt embarrassed or “weird” 
when seeing their parent try to solve their 
problem? As a teacher, it is easy for me to say, 
“Mom, back off”, when as a parent there were 
times when I did just the opposite! Did 
intervening in my child’s life always work out for 
the best? Most of the time, NO. Did it always 
solve the problem? Again: no.  However, there 
were a few times when it made a difference. What 
kind of difference? Well, I, as a parent felt better, 
but I’m not sure that my child was any better off.   

When I ask my adult children how they felt when 
one of their parents “jumped in to help,” most 
often times they remember little if anything about 
the “problem”. Is that because I, as a parent, 
miraculously “saved the day” with my 
intervention? Not quite. It more likely had to do 
with the fact that the “problem” as I saw it was not 
that big a deal for my child! They usually did not 
even recall the situation, and most times if they 
did remember a particular “problem,” it was from 
a completely different perspective and was not 
given nearly the importance that I thought this 
“problem” deserved.   

So what is the best way for us to deal with the 
issues that our children mention to us? Take some 
time to talk with them. Do not pass judgment on 
the situation, do not appear shocked or angry, just 
be there to listen. Ask your child what they could 
do to help “solve” the problem. In other words, 
help your child to find their own solutions. 
Teachers have a saying: “tell me and I may 
remember, show me and I may know, let me do it 
and I will learn.” The actual quote is a Chinese 
Proverb: “I hear & I forget, I see & I remember, I 
do & I understand.” Either way, the message is 
that we learn best if we are able to do something. 
When we as parents or teachers jump in to rescue 
and save, often times we inhibit our child’s 
opportunity to “understand” and learn. Even if it is 
somewhat painful, listening and helping our child 
to solve his/her own problem will be far more 
beneficial than taking that problem on as our own 
and stepping in to fix it. 

 
 


